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INTRODUCTION 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever is a serious, tick-borne infectious disease that can cause serious 

complications to human health. Brazil is home to a diversity of ecosystems that provide the habitat of ticks 

that transmit the disease, making it an area of special attention for the control and prevention of this 

infection. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

OBJECTIVE: To analyze the epidemiological profile of spotted fever in Brazil, during the period 

from 2017 to 2021. To this end, official data available from reliable sources, such as the Ministry of 

Health, will be used to identify temporal trends, geographic distribution of cases, most affected population 

groups, in addition to investigating possible risk factors associated with the occurrence of the disease in 

the region. 

 

DISCUSSION 

For the elaboration of this study on spotted fever in Brazil between 2017 and 2021, secondary data 

obtained from DATASUS, which is an information system of the Unified Health System (SUS) in the 

country, were used. Data collection was carried out through the records of mandatory notifications of 

spotted fever cases that occurred in the region during the period under analysis. 

A total of 1,141 confirmed cases of the disease were analyzed. Among these cases, 800 occurred in 

females, representing 70% of the total, and 341 occurred in males, which corresponds to 30% of the total 

cases. Regarding the outcomes of patients diagnosed with spotted fever, it was observed that 670 patients 

(58.7% of the cases) progressed to cure the disease, presenting a satisfactory recovery.  

However, 368 patients (32.2% of the cases) died due to the disease. Analyzing deaths by gender, it 

was found that 284 deaths were registered in males, representing 77.2% of deaths related to spotted fever. 

In females, 84 deaths were recorded, which corresponds to 22.8% of the deaths. 
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CONCLUSION 

These findings demonstrate a significant distribution of the disease between both sexes, with a 

higher occurrence of cases in females. In addition, the results highlight the importance of paying special 

attention to measures for the prevention and control of spotted fever in order to reduce the number of 

deaths and improve the cure rate of affected patients. This epidemiological analysis can serve as a basis 

for the development of effective strategies to combat spotted fever in Brazil and contribute to the 

improvement of public health. 
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